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Sunken Gardens at
Lava Hot Springs

Natural Bridge Falls

Old Faithful

Menan Buttes

The rock arch collapsed in 1988
but the Boulder River continues to
cascade over a 100-foot precipice.

Mountains of glass resulted from
fiery magma erupting through
the frigid waters of the Snake
River some 10,000 years ago.
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Pioneer Days
Parade and Rodeo

Historic Phillips Lodge and the Pines
Comfortable cabins provide forest living

without camp smoke or mosquitoes.

Corner Drug

Victor Emporium

Moo’s Gourmet
Ice Cream

Rock Rabbit Coffee Shop 
and Bistro

Dubois Drugstore

511 Main 
Fountain & Pizzeria

Eagle’s Store
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Farmers Market
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Eastern
Shoshone
Indian Days

Plains Indian 
Museum Powwow

Crow Fair

Shoshone-
Bannock 

Indian Festival

Bighorn
Medicine Wheel

Colter Bay Visitor Center 
and Indian Arts Museum

Madison Buffalo Jump
State Park

Shoshone-Bannock
Tribal Museum

Tribal artisans sustain age-old 
skills alongside historical collections 
of American Indian crafts.

Native American life, before 
and after their world changed.

Stones of this 700-year-old
observatory align with the arc of

the sun at the summer solstice.

Whiskey Mt.
11095 ft K
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Bridger Raptor Festival

Jackson Hole Wildlife
Film Festival

The Nature Conservancy's
Flat Ranch

Beartooth Nature Center

National Bighorn Sheep
Interpretive Center

Buffalo Bill Historical Center
Draper Museum of Natural History

Visitors enjoy safe encounters with 
rescued bears, wolves, and mountain lions.

Day tours bring wintertime visitors within 
camera range of the herd on Whiskey Mountain. 

Introduces visitors to the natural history
of the Greater Yellowstone Region,

including curator-led wildlife tours.

Cowboys keep cattle on the move to 
optimize grazing value and wildlife 
habitat on this working ranch.

From Prehistory to 
Contemporary Life
Eleven thousand years of following bison, ber-
ries, and the seasons ended for native peoples 
in the 1800s, as America came looking for gold, 
farmland, and a manifest destiny. Only five of 
some two-dozen American Indian tribes that trav-
eled Yellowstone’s trails were granted land here, 
collected onto three reservations. 

“Our Shoshone people have ancient connections 
with Yellowstone. Many tribes were drawn to the 
heated waters that come from deep in the earth. 
Water is a great conductor of the spirit world, 
and the spiritual presence of this ancient water 
is especially strong.”

—Ren Freeman, Director, Eastern Shoshone Museum 
and Heritage Center, Fort Washakie, WY

“There’s a powerful feeling at our most sacred 
places, such as the medicine wheel in the 
Bighorn Mountains. My grandfather told stories 
about how the medicine wheel used to be much 
taller than it is now. But people took rocks from 
the wheel, maybe to take that feeling with them. 
We need to have respect, not just for Indian 
sacred sites, but for every place.”

—Jackie Yellowtail, coordinator, Apsaalooke Tours, 
Crow Agency, MT

“Like gatherings of the old days, people come 
from all over to our powwow. Dancing is the 
heart of the powwow, which includes horse 
relays, traditional games, and parades. Our  
traditions bring back the old ways, the old times, 
and keep our religion and our language alive."

—Delbert Farmer, elder, Shoshone Bannock Tribes, 
Fort Hall, ID

At Home in the 
Landscape
Now that the gray wolf is back, Greater Yellow-
stone is again home to the full complement of 
animals that Lewis and Clark might have seen 
here on their voyage of discovery. 

"Visiting, recreating, or living here, we have to 
alter our behavior—we can’t expect wildlife to 
change how they act just because we’re around. 
Bears, for example, have remarkable memories. 
One bag of potato chips at a campground or one 
bowl of pet food left outside can put that place 
permanently on the bear's mental map of places 
I go to look for food. That’s how wild bears be-
come problem bears."

—Libby Scott, animal curator, Grizzly and Wolf 
Discovery Center, West Yellowstone, MT

“We’re known around the world for our public 
lands, but animals like elk, deer, and pronghorn 
depend on private land—mostly farms and 
ranches in our open valleys. These animals 
come down from the mountains to find food and 
milder weather. Carnivores follow. The whole 
ecosystem depends on private lands.”

—Mark Petroni, US Forest Service District Ranger, 
retired, Madison Valley, MT, Fort Hall, ID

“Wildlife watching here changes with the 
seasons. In spring, Elk wade in a sea of purple 
camas wildflowers. In winter, on snowshoes, you 
can track a coyote stalking a mouse to the edge 
of the water. Look up, and you’re face-to-face 
with thirty yakking trumpeter swans floating on 
the river.”

—Kyle Babbitt, year-round resident, Island Park, ID 

Shaping a Monumental
Landscape
Yellowstone’s geyser basins, such as Old Faith-
ful, and hot springs point to the presence of 
molten rock not far, in a geologist’s view, below 
the surface. Other forces of nature are power-
fully in evidence—mountain-forming upheavals, 
glaciers, and wildfires that scorch and revitalize 
natural systems. Snowmelt from Yellowstone’s 
high country becomes streams that wind through 
volcanic terrain to feed the Snake, Missouri, and 
Green Rivers. 

“Yellowstone is an enormous volcano, which is 
difficult to see if you're looking for the familiar 
cone shape. In the past 2.5 million years, two 
of the largest volcanic eruptions known on 
Earth happened here. The most recent of these 
formed the Yellowstone Caldera, the depression 
where most of the park's 10,000-plus geother-
mal features are found. Earthquakes and other 
ground movements remind us that this volcano 
is still very much alive.”

—Jacob Lowenstern, Yellowstone Volcano 
Observatory scientist-in-charge, Yellowstone 
National Park 

“Springtime flooding along streams and rivers 
renews some of the most productive and diverse 
natural systems in the west—home to river otter, 
native trout, songbirds, and a long list of other 
animals. Rivers shaped the social landscape, 
too. These natural passageways attracted 
explorers, farmers, miners, and settlers to their 
banks. Look at the region’s major communities 
and you’ll likely find rivers flowing through.”

—Ken Sinay, owner/guide, Yellowstone Safari, 
Livingston, MT

Vibrant and Historic 
Communities
With one foot in the past and one stepping into 
the future, Greater Yellowstone’s friendly towns 
are base camps for exploring wide-open spaces 
and wild places.  

“You can take quite a tour just focusing on his-
toric hotels, from the Gallatin Gateway Inn, which 
once linked tourists arriving by rail with coaches 
bound for Yellowstone National Park, to the Irma 
Hotel in Cody where Annie Oakley, Calamity Jane, 
and Frederic Remington all stayed. This area is 
rich with historic downtowns that offer a glimpse 
into the past."

—Ev Diehl, owner, Chamberlin Inn, Cody, WY

“Bozeman is full of talent—we have 100 artists 
working here at the Emerson Center alone—so 
it’s no surprise that culture is taking its place 
next to the lure of the great outdoors. During 
winter, people show up at films and galleries in 
their ski garb, looking for a great cultural experi-
ence to cap off a day on the slopes.” 

—Yvonne Reddy, gallery attendant and docent, 
Emerson Center for the Arts & Culture, Bozeman, 
MT

“This region may be unique in all the world as a 
place where a person can have an extraordinary 
natural experience, and then digest it through 
the eyes of artists, historians, naturalists, and 
different cultures. An exceptional collection of 
museums enhances our personal experiences 
and helps unlock the issues we grapple with 
every day.”

—David Pennock, Executive Director, Museum of 
Idaho, Idaho Falls, ID

hose of us lucky enough to live in the  
Yellowstone region rarely step back and 
marvel at its diversity, chaos, and unique 
qualities. 

   Despite the perennial stories about Yellowstone 
(and other national parks) being “loved to death,” 
only two percent of the park is developed.  Beyond 
the heavily-trafficked figure-eight road system, you'll 
find the park untouched, rugged, and spectacular. Its 
3,700 square miles are remarkably untrammeled.  
   Yet not far from the park borders, contro-
versy simmers over development, whether 
for natural gas, oil, coal, or wind. Exten-
sive resort construction and the recent 
proliferation of ranchettes are transform-
ing the landscape. Want to start an argu-
ment in Wyoming, Montana, or Idaho? 
Ask about wolf reintroduction, grizzly bear 
management, fire policy, or grazing rights. 

How about the rapid explosion of coal-bed methane 
wells? In a region where everyone is invested in the 
environment, opinions about its management run as 
hot and deep as the wondrous thermal system in Yel-
lowstone itself.  And like that thermal activity, there 
are frequent eruptions.
   These different outlooks take place amidst some 
of the most stunning terrain on earth. To top it  
off, these contemporary environmental issues bub-
ble just a few miles away from the mouth of the  

Yellowstone Caldera, an ancient active vol-
cano that, according to some scientists, 
may be 60,000 years overdue to explode. 
   The fate of Yellowstone's ecosystem 
is fast approaching a crossroads. A wide 
range of opinion is taking shape while the 
caldera itself shows increasing signs of 
life. It’s an exciting time to live here.
                   —C.J. Box, novelist, Wyoming  
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Beyond the National Parks 
For every day that you vacation in the national parks 
spend a day at the nearby Shoshone or Caribou-Targhee 
National Forest, or visit a local community such as Cody, 
WY or Driggs, ID. Government, businesses, and conserva-
tionists can suggest tips on trails to hike, scenic byways 
to drive, and wildlife to watch. 

Get Out of Your Car
Spend time away from your wheels. Whether walking to 
a geyser, hiking to a mountain vista, or touring a  
museum, the sights, sounds, and smells of Greater  
Yellowstone are best experienced on foot.   

Watchable Wildlife
From grizzly bears to wolves, the Greater Yellowstone is 
home to the full complement of native predators. Wildlife 
prefer the early morning and just before sunset, and to 
catch them through your binoculars, a spotting scope, or 
a camera, you should too. Bone up with your field guide, 
and respect the animals from at least 100 yards— 
especially bears. Likewise, keep your distance from other 
humans looking for the same animals.

Business and Stewardship
By patronizing distinctive businesses in the gateway com-
munities on the outer edge of the Greater Yellowstone, 
you are helping towns that are essential for a quality 
visit. These communities have unique character. Let local 

businesses know that you care about the conservation 
and preservation of open lands and that the wildlife 
and endless space have drawn you here and will bring 
you back. A follow-up email or letter to lodging or dining 
facilities encourages their stewardship.  

Land of the Grizzly Bear
The famous grizzly bear inhabits much of the Greater 
Yellowstone. Once on the verge of extinction the grizzly 
is now rebounding thanks to aggressive conservation 
measures. Basic precautions can help to keep you safe 
when hiking in grizzly country: Hike in groups of two or 
more people. Avoid hiking at night. Make your presence 
known to bears by clapping, calling out, or singing. This is 
especially important around streams and on windy days. 

To deter an aggressive bear, carry bear spray (available in 
gateway communities). When camping, store all food in 
bear-resistant containers or hard-sided vehicles.
 
Climate and Preparedness
The Greater Yellowstone Region sits in a high elevation 
mountainous landscape where weather conditions can 
change abruptly. While the coldest months are typically 
December through February, snow can fall at any time 
of the year. Check the local weather report daily, inquire 
about road closures—especially November to May—and 
bring appropriate clothing for sudden weather changes. 
Always tell someone where you are going and when you 
expect to return. Carry plenty of water and food, arm 

yourself with maps and a compass, as well as a first aid 
kit, flashlight, and again, bear spray.

Thinking of Owning a Home in Greater  
Yellowstone?
If you’re considering relocating to Greater Yellowstone, 
consider living in town rather than in a rural subdivision 
or ranchette. These newer places fragment working 
ranches and wildlife migrations and degrade air and 
water quality. By choosing a home in town you will help 
to conserve the qualities that make this region so special 
(and you’re less likely to find a grizzly bear wandering 
through your backyard). Further, take the Greater  
Yellowstone weather into account: The climate might feel 

great in June, but the sun can scorch at 105° in July—
and reach down to -30° with fifty mile an hour winds in 
February. Visit during Greater Yellowstone’s highs and 
lows before settling in for the long haul.

Yellowstone National Park in the Winter
Winter is an amazing time to visit the Park. Yellowstone’s 
snow-covered landscape lends itself admirably to cross 
country skiing, snowshoeing, photography, and winter 
wildlife viewing. Snowcoaches provide an environmen-
tally friendly way of accessing the park in winter. Check 
the Yellowstone National Park web site at www.nps.gov/
yell or gateway community chambers of commerce for a 
list of snowcoach tour operators.  

Geotraveler Tips
The Yellowstone Book Pack
A well-rounded geotraveler is also a well-read geotraveler. 
These books reveal the region’s personality, illuminate its 
history, and portray its natural life: Where Rivers Change 
Direction (Mark Spragg), Hawks Rest (Gary Ferguson),  
A Naturalist's Guide to Grand Teton and Yellowstone 
National Parks (Frank C. Craighead, Jr.), Silence and 
Solitude: Yellowstone's Winter Wilderness (Tom Murphy), 
Jackson Hole Hikes (Rebecca Woods),  Montana: The Last 
Best Place (Kittredge & Smith), Letters From Yellowstone 
(Diane Smith), The Grand Tetons (Margaret Sanborn), 
Travels in the Greater Yellowstone (Jack Turner), and John 
Colter: His Years in the Rockies (Burton Harris).  To make 
nights in the tent a bit spookier, read the essential Yel-
lowstone mystery novel, Free Fire (C. J. Box). 
 

MAP DATA DERIVED FROM: NASA EARTH OBSERVATORY; OAK RIDGE 
NATIONAL LABORATORY LANDSCAN 2006/UT-BATTELLE; SRTM DATA,  
INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR TROPICAL AGRICULTURE (CIAT); UMD  
GLOBAL LAND COVER CLASSIFICATION, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND;  
UNEP-WORLD CONSERVATION MONITORING CENTRE AND IUCN;  
U.S. BUREAU OF THE CENSUS.

Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument 
Silence prevails over the 1876 battlefield where 
Sitting Bull's coalition of warriors overwhelmed 
General Custer's Seventh Calvary in the most 
famous massacre of America's Indian Wars. To 
sense the war whoops and the dying moans, 
join Crow interpreters for a narrated tour.

Chief Plenty Coups State Park
The Medicine Spring on this former 
homestead of Chief Plenty Coups invites 
everyone to meditate upon their shared 
occupation of the West. The revered 
Apsáalooke chief chose diplomacy over 
war to protect reservation lands coveted 
by settlers and railroad builders. 

Monument to Father Pierre Jean 
DeSmet
The Jesuit missionary celebrated 
Wyoming's first mass here and became 
a trusted mediator between the U.S. and 
native tribes.

Camas Meadows Battleground
Nez Perce braves captured grazing 
army mules in a midnight raid in 1877. 
The cavalry caught up with them but 
the natives prevailed, escaping into 
Yellowstone Park with the captured pack 
animals.

National Oregon-California Trail Center
This historically rigorous and technically 
creative interpretive center lets you 
experience the challenges of America's 
great westward migration of the mid-
1800s. Bounce through virtual trail ruts 
in a covered-wagon simulator and end 
your day on the trail by swapping stories 
around an artificial campfire.

Pictograph Cave State Park and  
National Monument
Generations of hunters left behind their wall 
art, arrowheads, and even Eskimo harpoon 
tips acquired through inter-tribal trade. 

Nez Perce Historic Trail
The Nez Perce escaped the U.S. Cavalry 
along this trail after winning a battle at 
Camas Meadows in 1877. They were 
overtaken just short of refuge at the 
Canadian border.

Dark Horse Books
Serving as a community cultural 
center, this store is well-stocked with 
books by regional authors about 
landscape, wildlife, and human society. 
Read local.  

Teton Valley
Teton Valley celebrates the open vistas 
and rural simplicity that have made it 
home to a colony of painters, carvers, 
glass blowers, photographers, and 
musicians. 

Lewis and Clark Caverns
Lewis and Clark came close but missed seeing 
the opening to this cave 90 years before the 
underground wonderland of spikes and col-
umns was first explored. Modern adventurers 
descend steps chiseled into the limestone by 
the New Deal's Civilian Conservation Corps.

Hebgen Lake Earthquake
The six-mile-long Quake Lake began to fill in 
1959 when a landslide plugged the Madison 
River canyon. The slide buried 19 campers, 
but protected the lower Madison Valley from 
the tsunamis that sloshed over Hebgen Dam 
higher up the canyon. 

Downtown Livingston
Artists and fly casters have superseded 
gandy dancers and cow punchers in this 
old railhead.  The Northern Pacific depot 
is now a gallery, and the last remnants 
of the cattle trade are the angling shops 
that sell calf tails to fly tiers.

Virginia City Historic District 
Virginia City (pop. 150), now the State 
of Montana's most ambitious preservation 
and education project, includes walking 
tours with well-preserved Victorian-era 
structures, including the Bale of Hay 
Saloon and the Hangman's building where 
vigilantes executed five alleged bandits 
in 1864. When a gold rush in the 1860s 
churned the gravel of Alder Gulch, the 
town's population reached 10,000.  

The Emerson Center for the Arts & Culture
Bozeman’s reputation as a regional hub for 
arts and culture owes much to the Emerson 
Center’s year-long schedule of events, exhibi-
tions, and studio classes.

Grizzly and Wolf Discovery Center
Watch rescued grizzlies here claw, bite, and 
pound garbage containers. Products that re-
sist 60 minutes of grizzly abuse are certified 
as bear-resistant. Visitors may also witness 
wolf family behavior at this not-for-profit wild-
life haven and public education facility.

Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge
Just 69 trumpeter swans lived in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem when this refuge was 
designated in 1935. Today, 400 reside year-
round in the region, joined in winter by 4,000 
more from Canada.

Yellowstone River
The longest free-flowing river in the lower 48 
states, the 670-mile Yellowstone drains the 
national park into the Missouri River system. 
Its deep, colored canyon and high, misted 
waterfall are hallowed views.

Beartooth Mountains
Dated at nearly four billion years, the Bear-
tooth Mountains are some of the planet's 
oldest rock. Since the original sediments of 
the Beartooths were deposited, uplift, igneous 
intrusions, streams, and glaciers have formed 
plateaus and peaks of Precambrian gneiss 
dissected by deep troughs and hanging valleys. 

Path of the Pronghorn
Grand Teton's resident herd of pronghorn 
migrates to its winter range near Pinedale 
through the country's first officially desig-
nated wildlife corridor.

HUCKLEBERRY MILKSHAKE TOUR
The huckleberry milkshake is a summertime 
staple in the Rocky Mountain West. In Idaho, 
taste tests should include Corner Drug and 
Victor Emporium; in Montana, the musts are 
Yesterday's Restaurant and Soda Fountain, 
Buns 'N' Beds, Eagle's Store, and Virginia 
City Creamery.

The Lamar Valley
Dawn and dusk are best to hear the wolf 
packs of the Lamar Valley. In between, watch 
for grizzly bears, elk, moose, bighorn sheep, 
and the park's free-roaming bison.

St. Anthony Sand Dunes
Wind moves these mountains of granulated 
quartz eight feet a year, erasing the recurring 
ruts made by armies of off-road vehicles. 
Day hikes and horseback rides are no trace 
options for exploring the 11,000 acres of 
shifting sand.

Teton Flood Museum
The high water line at the doorway hints at the 
destructive scale of flooding which followed the 
washout of a new earthen dam, just days after 
its completion in 1976.

McCullough Peaks
A resident herd of 150 wild palominos, pintos, 
and roans flash brightly across 110,000 acres 
of pastel desert and badlands.

Meeteetse Main Street
The Old West, the way it was, except 
for the chocolate truffles confected 
by bronc rider Tim Kellogg at his 
Meeteetse Chocolatier. A more rugged 
view of cowboy life is portrayed next-
door at the Charles J. Belden Museum 
of Western Photography.

Grays Lake Wildlife Refuge
A large flock of greater sandhill cranes and 
a renascent population of trumpeter swans 
draw birders to this montane marshland.

Cooke City/Silver Gate/Colter Pass
For a penny, buy a candy at Cooke City 
General Store and watch your sale rung 
up on the original 1886 hand-cranked 
cash register. Cooke City and sisters 
Silver Gate and Colter Pass offer skiers 
guided access to backcountry runs.

Big Springs National Natural Landmark Area
Headwaters for Henrys Fork, Big Springs is a 
spawning refuge for trout and the start of a 
five-mile national water trail where boaters 
may drift, but not fish. Nearby, you can visit 
the historic Johnny Sack Cabin.

Gallatin Gateway Inn
The tracks are gone, but the original 
lobby clock still keeps train time in this 
1920s grand hotel built by the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad.

Historic Downtown Red Lodge
Broadway's 1890s architecture 
survives intact largely because 
development died along with 
the coal mines in the first half of 
the last century. Today, the old 
downtown buildings thrive with 
restaurants and shops catering  
to tourists.

Lander Main Street 
The statues along Main Street were cast 
locally by Eagle Bronze, the country's 
largest monument foundry. Lander itself is 
a crucible for cowboy and artistic cultures, 
hosting both the Pioneer Days Rodeo and 
the Heart of the West Invitational Art Show.

Mormon Row Historic District
America's most pictured barn anchors 
Mormon Row, a virtually abandoned 
farming settlement, posed against the 
perfect backdrop of the Grand Tetons.

National Elk Refuge
Visitors ride horse-drawn sleighs to mingle 
with wintering elk and bison. Shed antlers 
are collected by Boy Scouts and auctioned in 
Jackson Town Square the Saturday preceding 
Memorial Day.

Atlantic City Mercantile         
Now a steakhouse, this 1893 general store 
catered to miners scouring streambeds for 
gold around Atlantic City and sister ghost 
town South Pass City. You can try your 
own luck with a steel pan available from 
hardware stores in gold country.

Crowheart Butte
Chief Washakie defeated his Crow adver-
sary Big Robber in a man-to-man fight to 
the death here in 1866. The Shoshone 
victor extracted the heart from the dead 
Crow leader and paraded it on the point 
of a lance. 

Wind River Indian Reservation
The Eastern Shoshone and Northern Arapaho 
tribes share this 2.2 million-acre Indian Res-
ervation north of Lander. The reservation was 
established in 1864 through the Bridger-Teton 
Treaty with the U.S. government. 

Gros Ventre Slide
Fifty million cubic yards of mountainside 
plunged into the Gros Ventre River in 1925. 
The debris dam held for two years before 
breaching, which ruined ranch lands and 
drowned six people.

The Red Desert
Eight million acres of rugged beauty are 
defined by vast expanses of sagebrush, tower-
ing buttes, and rainbow colored hoodoos. The 
Red Desert contains the largest body of active 
sand dunes in North America and is home to 
the nation’s largest antelope herd, a desert elk 
herd, as well as wild horses.

Fossil Butte National Monument
Some of the world's best preserved fossils 
are found in this cold sagebrush desert. 
Fossilized fish, insects, plants, reptiles, birds, 
and mammals are exceptional for their 
abundance, variety, and detail of preserva-
tion.  Most remarkable is the story they tell 
of ancient life in a subtropical landscape.

THE YELLOWSTONE VOLCANO 
OBSERVATORY (YVO)  
An instrument-based monitoring facility 
for observing volcanic, hydrothermal, and 
earthquake activity in the Yellowstone region. 
Details: http://volcanoes.usgs.gov/yvo/

The Fires of '88
Yellowstone lovers were disheartened in 1988 
when wildfire raged across more than a third 
of the park. Two decades later, healthy young 
forests of lodgepole pines rise from seed 
cones activated by heat and nourished by ash.

Hell's Half Acre Trail
Actually 222 square miles, this 
frozen ocean of basalt was formed 
by a succession of lava flows.

North Fork Wildland Fire (Gunbarrel Fire)
A dog house was the only private dwelling lost 
to the 67,000-acre wildfire of 2008. Gains 
include mineral-rich runoff for the bugs and 
fishes of the Shoshone River and open habitat 
for grizzly bears, elk, and bighorn sheep.
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